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Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla has demonstrated his firm commitment
towards encouraging the youth of Darjeeling to dream big and aspire
bigger. During the course of their visit, the Darjeeling Youth Delegation
had the honour of meeting the Honourable Vice President of India at the
Vice President’s Enclave. 

The first-ever Youth Delegation from Darjeeling paid a visit to Delhi from
22nd-26th February, 2026. This delegation, comprising 20 talented
candidates, is the first organised Youth Group from Darjeeling to visit the
national capital for an exposure visit. The entire visit was facilitated by
Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Honourable Member of Parliament, Rajya
Sabha.
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Call on the Honourable Vice President of India
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The Youth Delegation also had the privilege of interacting with the
Minister of Labour and Employment and Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri
Mansukh Mandaviya, and the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Minority Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju. Furthermore, they had the opportunity to
engage and interact with senior interlocutors across governance, public
policy, development, technology, diplomacy, and cultural soft power.

Interaction with Honourable Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Mansukh Mandaviya

Interaction with Honourable Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs Shri Kiren Rijiju
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The Youth Delegation engaged with Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, the Additional
Secretary of UPSC, and Ms. Hansha Mishra, Joint Secretary at the UPSC
Bhawan in Delhi. They also had a session with experienced bureaucrats
and UPSC Coaching Experts at the Constitution Club of India. Retired IAS
Officer Shri SP Singh, former IB Officer Mr. Navjot Singh, Mr. Rajat Patre, IRS,
AIR 305, UPSC CSE 2024 and Mr. Utkarsh Shukla, UPSC CSE Educator, Public
Policy, IIM Lucknow provided their invaluable guidance and insight to the
candidates among the Darjeeling Youth Delegation who aspire to be in
Civil Services, Defence Services and the Reserve Bank of India.

Interaction with Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, Additional Secretary of UPSC, and Ms. Hansha Mishra, Joint
Secretary at the UPSC Bhawan in Delhi.

UPSC Module with Experts



Dinner hosted by Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla with eminent dignitaries from diverse fields
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Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla also hosted a dinner for the Youth Delegation
at the Civil Services Officers’ Institute at Vinay Marg with eminent
dignitaries across varied fields. Shri Debnath Shaw, Former Ambassador
and Alumni of North Point School, Darjeeling, Shri Bharat Lal, the Secretary
General of the National Human Rights Commission, Ms. Archana Vyas, the
India Head of the Gates Foundation, Mr. Jay Mandal, the world renowned
photographer, Mr. Akshay Mathur, the India Head of Asia Society, Mr. Ravi
Singh, Secretary General and the CEO of World Wide Fund for Nature in
India and Dr. Neepa Choudhury, a senior officer at the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting.
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The Darjeeling Youth Delegation also visited several landmark
destinations in Delhi during their visit. They undertook a guided tour
of the Rashtrapati Bhavan and were briefed on the working of the
Presidency of India. They received a guided tour of the Parliament of
India, where laws and policies that affect the destiny of more than
1.4 billion Indians are discussed and deliberated upon. In addition,
the Youth Delegation offered prayers at the Akshardham Temple,
paid their respect to the sacred Piprahwa Relics at “The Light and
the Lotus” Exhibition at the Rai Pithora Cultural Complex and were
mesmerised by the beauty and serenity of the Lotus Temple. 

Swaminarayan Akshardham Temple
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Guided tour of the Rashtrapati Bhavan

Guided tour of the Parliament of India



Visit to the Lotus Temple
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Sacred Piprahwa Relics associated with Lord Buddha at “The Light and The Lotus” Exhibition
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The Darjeeling Youth Delegation was immensely grateful to Shri Harsh
Vardhan Shringla for facilitating the exposure visit which was a
transformative experience for them. They were greatly appreciative
towards Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla for the valuable guidance,
knowledge and wisdom they received during the visit that will
undoubtedly prove crucial for their success in the future.

The Youth Delegation were also awestruck by the remarkably swift,
smooth and hassle-free on the Delhi Metro. It was a quiet yet powerful
reflection of the efficiency that meets and represents the aspirations of
a young and emerging India.

Delhi Metro Ride
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The Youth Delegation’s visit received remarkable media attention and strong social
media amplification, reflecting the significance of the occasion. Hundreds of social
media posts, including reels, captured the delegation’s enthusiasm and the dedicated
efforts of Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla in empowering and supporting the aspirations of
the youth from the Hills.

It was a moment of immense pride to witness the Darjeeling Youth Delegation
represent our culture and identity with grace and confidence. Their rendition of “Himali
Nepali” at the Parliament in Delhi resonated deeply and received overwhelming
appreciation across social media platforms, further strengthening the emotional
connect with audiences nationwide.

18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30





Media
Coverage

YOUR COMPANY
NAME

32



Media engagement gained additional momentum following the interaction with the
Hon’ble Vice President, after which a press note was released through PIB by Hon’ble
Vice President’s team, ensuring wider visibility and stronger outreach. Multiple press
releases were disseminated across regional and national newspapers as well as digital
platforms. With over 130 coverage across vernacular and national platforms, it
underlined the broad and positive impact of the visit.
Here are some glimpses of national and regional print media coverage of the
Delegation Visit.
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Sansad TV
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Rinchhen Tamang

The entire trip felt surreal. Be it the visit to
the Parliament, the interaction with the
Honourable Vice President of India or the
visit to the UPSC Bhawan, Dholpur House or
the Lotus Temple. It was a truly memorable
experience. We are deeply grateful to Shri
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, whose support
and initiative made this opportunity
possible.

This was a journey that not only presented
us with immense opportunities but also
made us aware of the grandeur of this
country, and how little we know and how
far we can go. The visit left us with
experiences and lessons that have given
us a new horizon. For me, it meant getting
back to the study desk with newfound
enthusiasm and inspiration.

Ankit Pradhan

Priya Rai

Before this visit, I mostly stayed in my
comfort zone and felt shy while speaking.
This trip to Delhi changed me and taught
me a lot many things about India’s history,
governance, and opportunities. Meeting
dignitaries and interacting with others
gave me more confidence. I also made
good friends and beautiful memories. This
experience made me a better and more
confident person, and it will always be
special to me.
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Choden Lama

The Darjeeling Youth Delegation Visit to
Delhi was an opportunity of a lifetime and
a doorway to possibilities that lay ahead
for the youth of Darjeeling. This has been
remarkable and life-altering in many ways.
This trip has invigorated me, emboldened
my vision and will act as an impetus for
me to dream big.

As enriching as the visit was from a policy
perspective, we were also equally fulfilled
at a spiritual level. We visited the
Akshardham Temple, and were blessed
with the opportunity to pay our respects to
the sacred relics of Lord Buddha. We
attended the evening prayer at the Lotus
temple, where our souls resonated with the
chorus of sarva dharma prayers, reflecting
the universal message of love and
compassion.

Chogen Dukpa

Dendup Wangel 
Lama 

This trip was a transformative experience.
Before this visit, much of my time was
spent studying in libraries, and my social
exposure was somewhat limited. This
journey helped me step out of my comfort
zone and interact with new people and
environments. It made me reflect on my
strengths and shortcomings, especially the
need to balance academic learning with
social and communication skills.



46

Ninumma Rai

I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to Shri Harsha Vardhan Shringla,
without whom this entire experience would
not have been possible. His constant
support, guidance, and encouragement
for the youth of Darjeeling made this visit
to Delhi a truly meaningful and
unforgettable journey for all of us. Through
his efforts and leadership, we were given
the rare opportunity to travel, learn, and
interact with many respected dignitaries
and institutions of our country.

As someone who aspires to serve the
country in the Indian Armed Forces, visiting
the Rashtrapati Bhavan was the highlight
of my life. Walking through the newly
opened Param Vir Chakra Dwar was
overwhelming. Seeing the portraits of our
brave soldiers filled me with so much pride
and excitement that I could not stop
talking about it for a long time.

Latip Chhetri

Gyalden Tamang

Over the course of a few days, we met
some of the most important Ministers and
had the privilege of even meeting and
interacting with the Vice President of India.
I would sincerely like to thank Shri Harsh
Vardhan Shringla for this opportunity. I
would definitely cherish it for the rest of my
life.
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Nawamta Pradhan

I had gone to Delhi just to see Delhi but it
brought me closer to my own home. I went
looking for answers, and I returned with a
greater understanding of our society and
what we must do to make it better. I realise
we have a long way to go and so much
work to do but the fire has finally been lit.

The journey also made me realize how
proud I should be of the opportunity I
received. Being able to represent the
people of my hometown in front of
respected leaders and dignitaries was a
moment of great pride for me. I will forever
be grateful for the bond of friendship we
were able to form during this journey. It
was also a proud moment for my family,
especially my parents, whose
encouragement and support have always
guided me in pursuing my goals. Sakshi Gupta

Pema Choki Moktan

This trip pushed us beyond comfort zones
we did not even know existed, unlocking
new levels of growth. This visit was truly a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. It brought
me nearer to my professional goals and
strengthened my resolve to serve the
country. I am profoundly grateful to Shri
Harsh Vardhan Shringla for the experience.
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We had the honour of meeting the Vice
President of India, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya
and Shri Kiren Rijiju. They inspired us a lot
through their words of encouragement
and motivation. This visit helped us
appreciate the cultural heritage and
democratic values of our nation.

Shivam Singh

Saurave Chhetri

The interaction with the Vice-President
was one of the most overwhelming
moments of the entire trip. For a brief
moment, it felt as if everything around me
had gone silent. I could hardly process that
I was actually present there. Standing in a
place associated with one of the highest
offices of our nation felt almost unreal.

Mingma Doma
Sherpa

Meeting the Honourable C. P.
Radhakrishnan, the Vice President of India,
was truly unforgettable. He spoke to us not
just as a leader, but as someone who
cares about young people and the future
of the country. For me, the moment was
inspiring and grounding. It reminded me
that even as young people from Darjeeling,
we are part of the bigger story of the
country.
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Subeksha Rai

From the guided tours of the Parliament
and Rashtrapati Bhavan to the opportunity
to interact with Union Ministers, this trip
had, both, spiritual and personal lessons
for me. Before this trip, I was living in my
own small world. Stepping outside of my
comfort zone made me realise how
beautiful the world is. It was an eye-
opening moment for me.

The visit brought me closer to my culture.
Wearing the traditional attire of the Nepali
Community while visiting the Parliament
and meeting Union Ministers instilled in me
a sense of pride not only for myself but for
the entire Gorkha Community. I felt so
connected to my culture during the entire
visit!

Thilen Bhutia

Tejistha Pradhan

I am deeply grateful to Shri Harsh Vardhan
Shringla for this comprehensive
experience and spending time with us at
every venue. Our hometown is lucky to
have such a high-achieving son who
remains consistently caring and
supportive of the people of Darjeeling.
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Yadha Lama

If the first two days nourished our mind, the
last two days satiated our hearts and
souls. My favourite part of the trip was
visiting Swaminarayan Akshardham
Temple and the Lotus Temple. The former
stood as a true testimony of the greatness
and richness of Indian culture and
heritage. Especially, the boat ride along the
river of Indian history was a truly
mesmerising experience.

Salina Gurung

What began as months of careful
planning, coordination, and collective
vision culminated in a historic opportunity
for the Darjeeling Youth Delegation. As the
coordinator of this initiative, it was both an
honour and a privilege to witness twenty
young delegates carry the aspirations and
voices of the Queen of the Hills to the
capital of our nation.
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Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha


